
The chairman of the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on I 


Crime and Delinquency today demanded an adequate staff to 
produce evidence and witnesses in the City Council’s proposed ; 
probe of organized crime. 

Ivor Trapolin, chairman of the group that has warned of 
the Cosa Nostra trying to con- ~ 1 ~~ : : 

trol tourism and other busi- 
ness here, said the probe 
“will be a waste of time for 
everyone” unless knowledge- 
able witnesses and specific 
evidence can be brought for- 
ward. 

He suggested a prober from • 
outside New Orleans be 
brought in to head the inves- 
tigation. 

CITY COUNCIL President 
John J. Petre said the coun- 
cil will meet soon with Police 
Supt. Joseph I. Giarrusso to 
decide if a probe is warrant- 
ed. 

Trapolin, who said he is 
sending a letter to the coun- 
cil on the need for a staff, 
stated: 

“The council knows the 
Mayor’s Advisory Committee 
on Crime and Delinquency 
has been given no funds, no 
secretary and no staff with 
which to operate. 

“IF THERE IS to be an in- 
vestigation, there is a need 
for a staff to arrange for the 
kind of witnesses to make 
such a probe meaningful. 

“If not, it will be a waste 
of people’s time and will not 
produce the desired results.” 

Trapolin said he feels the 
council should consider bring- 
ing in an out-of-town law en- 
forcement expert to head up 
the probe. 

HE SAID under the current 
set-up, “it is impossible for 
me or the committee” to fur- 
nish the council with the evi- 
dence it would need to pro- 
ceed further. 

Trapolin said almost eveiY 


law enforcement expert who 
has visited New Orleans 
agrees organized crime is en- 
trenched here. 

“Owen Neff who is associat- 
ed with the federal govern- 
ment says it. Henry Peterson, j 
a deputy U.S.- attorney gen- 
eral says it. Ralph Salerno, a 
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New York City authority on 
organized crime, says it.” 

TRAPOLIN said he will be 
glad to meet with the council 
“in order to work, out a pro- 
cedure that would bring forth 
knowledgeable Witnesses with 
specific evidence.” 

Earlier this week, Bernard 
B. Lew/, the city’s chief ad- 
ministrative officer, challeng- 
ed Trapolin to “name names” 
and back up his statements 
about organized crime in New 
Orleans. 

Mr. Trapolin has a respon- 
sibility to name names,” Levy 
said. “He can do no less if 
he has proof and is sincere.” 



